


Aron Lee 

My journey with Christ began in my freshmen year of high school. Prior to coming to 

Cornerstone, I had no previous experience with organized religion. Fortunately, I was blessed 

enough to have friends who attended Cornerstone and persistently asked me to come to 

church. I always believed that being a good person was enough to get someone into heaven 

but as I continued to come to church I learned that wasn’t enough. It soon became revealed to 

me that a relationship with Christ was the key to having eternal life. I initially didn’t accept 

Christ right away but at some point I realized that I was just fighting myself and in April of 

1991 I asked Jesus to be the Lord and Savior of my life. Gradually I began to see that life was 

more than just being about me. I began to serve in basketball, choir, and ushering. However, it 

wasn’t until I got to college that my relationship with Christ began to grow exponentially. I 

didn’t have the pressure of high school and trying to fit in any more. God was able to use me 

more now that I was able to stand on my own. He eventually opened the door for me to serve 

Him through the youth ministry. After serving as a high school leader for 9 years, God called 

me to serve in the college department where I have been for the last 13 years. Serving in these 

ministries has shown me that I do have a passion for working with people. I care deeply for the 

groups I have worked with and I want to be a tool to help them in their walks with God. The 

road I have walked with Christ has definitely been a tumultuous one. I’ve had my share of ups 

and downs. Someone once told me that a relationship with Christ is not like a roller coaster 

with its peaks and valleys, but rather it’s more like a long distance race and we have to 

persevere through the times we feel like we want to quit. I’ve tried to hold true to that 

statement and whenever I felt like I was at my lowest, I was reminded that God was always 

going to be there to pull me through. God has blessed my life beyond anything I deserve. I 

have a wonderful wife, three great kids who are all healthy and happy (and active!), a 

challenging but rewarding job, and most importantly a God who loves me beyond 

comprehension. He continues to teach me about how to be a better husband and father and 

how I can better lead them with Christ as the center of our family. 

The past two years of being an elder has been a challenging, yet joyful blessing for me. 

The pastoral staff and board of elders worked diligently to help support the church plant team 

in their mission to start CTX. I learned a great deal of what goes into the process of church 

planting (the prayer, the planning, and the hard work!) God has placed a burden on my heart to 

support CTX as much as possible and I am currently eldering the core team. I’ve also felt God 

calling me to support the home church by assisting Pastor Kevin in re-starting leadership 

training. We spent about 6 months training a group of 5 college students in ways to deepen 

their relationships with God through spiritual disciplines. It was a rewarding experience that 

culminated with the trainees gaining a deeper understanding of God’s calling for them. 

However, the most important lesson I’ve learned since becoming an elder is how much I need 

to rest in the Lord. While it doesn’t come as often as I would like, I cherish the time I can just 

sit and be in God’s presence and just listen to His voice. I feel that there is still much to do in 

my role as an elder and I hope to continue serving in this capacity. 



Brian Lew 

Serving has always felt natural to me. In high school, my fellowship class was 

always asked to wash dishes, set up or clean up, and my leader even “highly encouraged” 

us to join a ministry for at least a year. I never thought twice about doing any of these 

things. I have always felt right at home serving at church so it was no surprise that when we 

did a spiritual gifts workshop that serving was one of my main spiritual gifts. Naturally, I 

then proceeded to join almost every possible ministry at church. 

Fast forward 20+ years to today and you will see that I am still very actively involved 

in church. Personal priorities have shifted (now that I have a family), but my desire to serve 

God has not diminished, in fact it has grown. I am serving our church in the Working 

Committee, as a greeter on Sundays before service, and as an adult fellowship coordinator. 

Furthermore, I have a desire to encourage and help others find the same joy in following 

Jesus Christ and serving His church as I do. 

My commitment to serving the church is a reflection of my love for the people of the 

church. I feel blessed that I have a local body of believers to call family and I want to do all 

that I can for them. I am grateful for the opportunity to be considered an elder and if affirmed, 

I want to be a person that our congregation feels they can talk to about anything in life, but 

especially about God and our church. I look forward to bringing new ideas of how to help our 

church adapt to the changing culture around us without giving up the standards God has given 

us in the Bible, all the while reaching out to the community God has placed us in. 

Since my installment as an elder at CTBC, I have realized that caring for a 

congregation with so many needs, personalities, and sometimes demands, can be difficult and 

overwhelming. At times, I feel there aren't enough hours in a day to be a good spouse and 

parent to my family, as well as take on the challenge to help care for an entire congregation. 

Thankfully the responsibility is shared amongst the pastors and elders of our church, but even 

then we can never give each member the time they need to make sure they are doing well.  

However, what I do know is that our leadership is striving towards a higher standard of 

commitment and accountability to our congregation. I am glad that I have been able to get to 

know our pastors and elders better during our meetings and understand more about how and 

why the decisions of our church are made. To be a part of that process is truly eye opening 

and has given me the desire to continue to create a church that has transparent leadership that 

is committed to listening to our congregation and ultimately to God. I am thankful for the 

relationships that I have built with our leadership and congregation and I hope to continue 

that with my reinstatement as elder. 



Robert Fong 

One of my earliest recollections of church was of a young man name Clifford Fong, who was my 

3rd grade Sunday school teacher back in 1966.  Clifford, now a pastor at CEBC, was a thoughtful

teacher and sent me my first letter on my 8th birthday. He made the letter extra special by addressing it 

to Master Robert Fong, a formal way of saying mister. After reading the letter, I felt valued—someone 

that God cared about. 

Growing up, other leaders of my generation were people like Danny and Chanson Lau. Danny 

was one of the youth leaders that took the middle school kids on our first overnight camping trip and 

Chanson was the Youth Pastor and my 8th grade teacher when I accepted Christ as my personal 

Savior. 

My walk with Jesus, however, has not always been steady.  I went to church from Kindergarten 

through the 12th grade, but strayed from church during college. It would take two decades before I

would respond to Jesus’ calling to return to church and recommit my life to Him. 

After attending CEBC for a few years, my wife, Maria and I made the decision to be baptized in 2002. 

Soon after, I had this strong desire to read the entire Bible which I had never done.  I would wake up in 

the middle of the night and read for hours. Then in 2003, Cliff Wong asked if I wanted to join the staff 

and teach the adult Sunday school class. Over the years, I was given more responsibilities.  In 2007, I 

became the leader for the Adult/College Sunday School Department. The following year, I joined the 

Board of Directors and last year, I was asked to lead the Sunday School Ministry. 

Although teaching is a lot of work, it is a ministry filled with countless blessings. Many teachers 

will tell you that they feel it is the teacher that receives the greatest blessings. God strengthens our faith as 

we study the Word and prepare our lessons. The Lord also blesses us as we see His truth transform the 

lives of the students that He has entrusted to us.  After serving in the ministry for more than 10 years, I 

have been blessing to witness children grow into mature Christian leaders. 

A few years ago, I went to a Red Egg and Ginger party for a church family. At the party, a 

woman said to me, “Do you see that person over there? I was her youth leader.  And do you see that girl 

there? She was her youth leader. Now, that girl is a youth leader.” What I saw was God’s providence 

at work weaving this beautiful tapestry called the church with the inter-generational lives He brings 

together. Seeing God working in the lives of others connected through the generations has been one of a 

driving force for me to serve. It is my desire to help raise the next generation of believers, disciple them 

in the Lord and prepare them to lead others. 

As we take the next step in church governance with the Board of Elders, I am reminded of what the 

Apostle Peter said to the elders: 

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you 

must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but 

eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. (1 

Peter 5:2-3) 

How does this passage speak to my heart?  Elders are to serve for the right reasons—not out of 

compulsion or for selfish reasons. Elders are to protect and care for the congregation; not rule over them 

but serve in humility. This is my hope and prayer. 



God’s goodness never ceases to amaze. 

During the past two years, God challenged me to know His heart better. God, in unmistakable 

ways, led us to look beyond the four walls of Cornerstone Trinity Baptist Church (CTBC) to 

serve and love others in new ways. 

The church sent out a core group of faithful leaders led by Pastor Clifton Jang to start a campus 

in a new community. After much preparation, prayer walks and discernment of God’s will, 

Cornerstone Trinity Excelsior (CTX) was launched to reach out and connect with the 

community. 

We asked why now? How will we manage with two sites? God reminded us what we knew 

all along. God’s way isn’t our way and His timing isn’t our timing. When God moves, we 

needed to be ready to move. When God finished writing one CTBC chapter at Lawton Street 

where we started, He began writing a new chapter with CTX. 

It is through these changes that I look forward to what God has planned as He writes another 

chapter. The road ahead may not always be easy, but in our weakness, God is glorified. 

During this time, God also opened the doors of CTBC to the seniors in our community. Without 

any effort from us, God introduced Miraloma Connectors with 25 seniors to our church. Here, 

they found a safe place to exercise twice a week. In an intergenerational event, some of the 

seniors mingled with the youth playing board games opening the door to new relationships. 

In addition, Faith in Action was also launched to participate in San Francisco’s inner-city 

ministries to meet the needs of the poorest of the poor. Serving was not only an eye-opening 

experience but a heart- opening experience. I learned from the inner-city ministry leaders not to 

treat those in need as projects. Caring means building relationships. For me, serving and passing 

out food became a means to learning their story and praying with them. Every prayer with them 

was an opportunity for connecting them with our Savior Jesus and our Father, the God of Hope. 

(Romans 15:13) 

This year, Pastor Danny Yee asked us to focus on the Mission of God. We asked ourselves, 

“What is the Mission of God?”  In a sermon, Cecil Wong said, “God’s mission is to take His love 

to the remotest parts of our hearts.” I believe when we answer God’s calling, it will bear fruit. 

First, the Spirit of Christ will bear fruit in our hearts. Then, we can be used by the Spirit to bring 

change to the hearts of others. 

Understanding the heart of God comes from answering His calling to serve those God cares for 

and love those that God loves. A better understanding of God’s heart is where I see God leading 

this church and my role continuing as an Elder. This is my hope and prayer that I might be used 

by our Lord. 
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