


Ebrahim Chou 

Serving on the Board of Elders this past term has been both a learning and growing experience.  

I am learning to have authentic relationship with the other elders and pastors.  This has also convicted 

me to build relationships within our CTBC community, to be a unified body of Christ.  This will be a 

continuous process and one of my goals.   Developing and growing relationships will allow us all to walk 

side by side on the road less traveled.  I have been encouraged and blessed to see our church 

community heading in that direction as we foster the relationship of “Walking side by side” together.  

And most importantly, to continue to listen to God, to adhere to His leading and the conviction to put 

His will into action. 

The previous paragraph is an excerpt of what I shared in the last affirmation.  I continue to 

strongly believe in the need for deeper and more intimate relationships within God’s family.  During the 

past term as an elder, I took a six-month sabbatical.  When I first thought about taking a sabbatical, I 

didn’t know what that would look like since I didn’t know anyone who took a sabbatical before, let alone 

anyone here at CTBC.  But what I know was that I needed to take some time to rest, draw near to God 

and create space to see God more clearly.  I know one of my gifts is serving others.  Serving others is 

natural to me but sometimes, that is not what God wants from me – even doing “good” things may not 

be beneficial to me.  Like Mary and Martha’s story in Luke, Martha was doing a good thing and Jesus did 

not condemn Martha but commended Mary for choosing what was better and it will not be taken away 

from her.  I want to choose what is better.  The past several years have been very difficult in which my 

relationships were tested.  Our family has gone  through difficult times with both my parents’ and 

Suzanne’s dad’s health declining.   It culminated with Suzanne’s dad passing in July  2017 and my dad in 

Feb 2018.  During these few years, it revealed to me that relationships can either energize or drain me – 

even those I love and care for.  From that, I  can see how important relationships are and that I need to 

build relationships whom God has surrounded me with.   I want to be intentional in building the right 

kind of relationships everywhere God  places me, especially at CTBC.  Sometimes, our relationships at 

church do not reflect the number of years we have been together.  Our relationships should be closer, 

being more transparent and deeper through worship, fellowship and serving together but sometimes 

the relationships are not.   Our God is very relational God and desires for us to thrive in the relationship 

we have with Him and each other.  To build on those relationships requires personal change, however, I 

read this past week from Pastor Rick Warren, that the secret to personal change is not will power.  The 

secret is to know and face the truth. You must know and face the truth about yourself, your 

relationships, and your own nature.  I know I am a person who wants to fix things, even fix myself.  My 

will power alone does not always work out the way I would like it.  The Bible says “not by might nor by 

power, but by my Spirit.”  The Holy Spirit will reveal the truth and the truth will set us free.  With that 

freedom, we are able to build relationships that will honor Him in all that we do.  I hope to continue to 

develop relationships and to serve as one of the elders for another term. 
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